
     

PAGE 1 OF 2                                                                                                                                                                                   24 HOUR CHEMOTHERAPY INFUSION 
 

A
U

G
 2

0
2

1 

GOING HOME WITH A SLOW 
CHEMOTHERAPY INFUSION PUMP 
(24 HR) 

   

Your treatment plan includes an infusion of chemotherapy via a slow pump device 
that will be connected to your central intravenous line prior to discharge.  This leaflet 
provides you with information regarding the care of the infusion pump and contact 
details if you have any concerns throughout the infusion.  

 

How does the infusion pump work? 

The pump device has been designed to infuse 

(deliver) medication at a specific rate 

prescribed by your doctors. This may run 

slightly faster or slower than the expected 

time. 

The pump includes a balloon that is protected 

in a hard walled plastic container.  The balloon 

is filled with medication and deflates (gets 

smaller) slowly over time. 

This pump doesn’t use batteries and has no 

alarm, it is free of natural latex.  

 

 

Do you need to monitor the infusion? 

When connecting the infusion, the nurses will 

ensure the connections are secure, locked into 

place and that there are no kinks in the line. 

Please ask your nurse about the look of your 

clamp so that you will be able to know when it 

is open and closed. 

Please check your pump 2 to 3 times per day 

to make sure the balloon is deflating (getting 

smaller) and that there are no kinks in the line.  

It is a good idea to take a photo of the pump 

when it is first connected. You can use this 

photo as a reference to check the volume is 

decreasing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please refer to 

this images to 

estimate the 

progress of 

your infusion.   

Look at the 

balloon inside 

the container 

to assess if it is 

deflating. 
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How should you carry your pump?  

Place the pump in a small bag or pouch. The 

Day Therapy staff, or Volunteer team can 

provide you with a suitable bag. 

The infusion can be affected by different 

heights. It is best to keep the pump at a height 

that is similar to where the tubing connects to 

your intravenous line. 

It is also important to note, the infusion flow 

may be affected by surrounding temperatures, 

e.g. heaters, direct sunlight.   

Where do you keep the pump when 

you are sleeping? 

Keep the pump at a height similar to where 

the infusion connects to your intravenous line. 

This could be on top of the bedcovers, or on a 

bedside table. 

Avoid placing the pump beneath the pillow or 

bedcovers where it may be too warm. 

Can you shower with your infusion 

pump? 

Yes, but avoid submerging the pump or 

exposing it to a direct stream of water. 

You could place the pump into a plastic bag 

and hang this over the shower head or taps. 

To protect your pump and the infusion rate, 

keep your showers as short as possible.  

Your nursing team will be able to provide you 

with guidance regarding height and 

temperature care. 

What to do if you have any concerns 

about the infusion pump?  

Please contact your healthcare team via the 

following numbers if you have any concerns 

about the infusion pump. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us 

 If your infusion disconnection is 

scheduled in the Peter Mac Day 

Therapy Unit, please contact: 

 Monday to Friday 

 8:00am to 6:00pm 

 Day Therapy enquiries 

 (03) 8559 5330 

 

In the event of an emergency, please dial 000 or visit your nearest hospital Emergency Department. 

If your infusion disconnection is 

scheduled with visiting community 

nurses, please contact: 

 Monday to Sunday 

 8:30am to 5:00pm 

 Peter Mac at Home 

 (03) 8559 5028 

 
Alternatively, you can contact the Afterhours Access Coordinator through the 

Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre Switchboard: 

 24 Hours, 7 days a week 

 (03) 8559 5000 

 


