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2021 STUDENT RECRUITMENT 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

HONOURS AND MASTERS (COURSEWORK) 

Honours is a 1 year undergraduate degree, typically commencing in February until November. This is a 
fee-paying course, not supported by scholarships. 

Masters (Coursework) is a 2 year degree, involving a part-time project. This is a fee-paying course, not 
supported by scholarships.  

 

What are the assessments for honours students? 

Students usually undertake 25% of Honours through coursework, typically 2 subjects designed to 
introduce you to research skills that you will develop more during your project. 75% of the assessment is 
based on the project –a final thesis and a thesis defence/presentation. 

 

What kind of departments would be looked for in Honours/Masters students? 

Have a look on the university site. At Melbourne, our students usually apply through the Faculty of 
Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences. Supervisors will be able to tell you what department they have 
listed their projects with. Sometimes we contact the university to add projects to the Honours/Masters 
project database if a supervisor had not previously submitted a project.  This can be done when 
necessary. 

Most of our Peter Mac Honours and Masters Coursework students are enrolled through the Department 
of Clinical Pathology OR the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. We contact other 
departments when students with different backgrounds are interested in projects with our supervisors 
(eg Health Sciences, Biosciences, etc). 

 

Can you do research if you have a masters? 

If you have a completed a masters, you are eligible to apply for work as a Research Assistant. Your 
experience in your Masters project and extra coursework knowledge will be a help. 

If you want to do a PhD after a masters, the marks for your Masters degree will be considered when 
assessing university eligibility. If you completed a 2 year Masters, they will look at both years of the 
Masters; if it is a one-year masters, that will be considered to be equal to an Honours degree, and they 
will consider your Masters year and the final year of your undergraduate degree when assessing your 
eligibility. 

 

What is the judging/selection process for the Nicole Lundie Honours Award? 

This Peter Mac award is made in memory of Nicole Lundie who was a Summer and Honours student at 

Peter Mac before she passed away during the 1st year of her PhD. 

This Prize is awarded annually to the most outstanding Honours student who has completed their 

research project at Peter Mac in the preceding year (from any university). Eligible applicants are invited to 

submit an application. 
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Applicants submit an application form that includes a reference and an evaluation of their research 

development from the Supervisors. Applicants are assessed on their development as researchers 

throughout their Honours year, their initiative and commitment to research, their passion for science and 

their academic excellence. It is not just about marks – it is the whole package! The selection committee 

attends a special Peter Mac Honours talks session where ALL our Honours students present summaries of 

their projects. This gives the committee an opportunity to gain a feeling for how engaged the students 

were with their project, and to ask questions that help them understand the student’s passion for and 

ability to communicate their work.  

A special Lundie Prize presentation event is held each year (early December) where the awardee(s) 

present a summary of their project to the audience that includes members of the Lundie family and the 

Geelong Breakfast Lions Club who support this award. 

In a normal year, applications are due in early November, after all formal university assessment 

requirements are completed. Due to the impact of COVID restrictions on project progress, the 2020 

selection process we will be delayed until early 2021 due to the delayed completion date for some 

students. 

 

How can I best approach doing a MD and Honours? 

It is not possible to do Honours and undertake a MD at the same time as both are full time degrees. 

Nearly all medical degrees are now postgraduate – and it is not possible to simultaneously undertake an 

undergraduate and a postgraduate degree. 

Many students undertake Honours before entering a postgraduate medical degree. Most medical degrees 

(undergraduate or postgraduate) include a research component during the degree. 

 

Given the prerequisites for each research project, would a Bachelor of Health Sciences suffice as a 
prerequisite course compared to a degree in biomedical sciences? 

Students can apply for Honours or Masters Coursework degrees from any type of Bachelor degree, as long 
as that degree is relevant to their research interest. Most students have completed a degree that is 
science related, with many different names for the programs across different universities, including (but 
not limited to): Science, Biomedical Science, Biotechnology, Health Sciences, Psychology etc. 

Supervisors and the university look at the academic grades and the specific subjects undertaken as part of 
your undergraduate degree to decide if you will be prepared for the project and any related coursework. 
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PhD AND MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY (MPhil) 

Both the PhD and the MPhil have the same entry requirements at the University. 

The PhD is 3.0-4.0 years, and the MPhil takes 1.5-2.0 years. 

Both degrees require an academic level of H1 (or equivalent - related to experience and previous research 
output) for eligibility for both candidature and scholarships. 

All PhD and MPhil students are required to be supported by a scholarship that will pay your living 
expenses throughout your degree. This is particularly important for International students, as you will 
then be awarded a fee-waiver scholarship by the university to match your living-allowance scholarship.  

All postgraduate research students should apply for a university scholarship. If you have any other sources 
of funding (eg from your government, a philanthropic organisation etc) you can also apply for other 
scholarships.  

 

If your graduation for your honours year has been delayed due to coronavirus, how will that affect your 
application for 2021PHD candidature? Especially if your program won't finish until early 2021? 

All universities are aware of the impact of the coronavirus restrictions on Honours in 2020. The 
Universities will wait for Honours results to be finalised when considering scholarship rounds. 

It is important to apply for the PhD in Round 1 on 31 October. You are applying to commence your PhD at 
any time in 2021 (typically between 1 February and 31 October). 

 

For PhD, what should I do to get an admission at Peter Mac 

Read our information online, and the information below in Finding a Project. 

The first step is to find a project and supervisor at Peter Mac.  

You then apply to a university for candidature and a scholarship. Your future supervisor must support you 
in that application.  

You will need to look at the university websites to find out the specific requirements for the university, 
however they will all have similar expectations: 

 H1 equivalence for entry into a PhD 

 Need to be competitive for a university scholarship 

 Support of a supervisor for a project 

Check the University website for the scholarship application dates. All universities have the same date for 
local student applications: 31 October. Some universities have a different date for International 
applications. 

‘Local’ students are Australian or New Zealand citizens or with Permanent Residence (PR) in Australia. 

The majority of Peter Mac PhD students enrol through the Sir Peter MacCallum Department of Oncology 
at the University of Melbourne. The closing date for Round 1 scholarship applications at the University of 
Melbourne for both local and international students is 31 October, to commence a project at any time in 
the following year. 
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What is the process/how difficult is it to get funding to do a Masters as an international student? 

Students wishing to undertake a Masters of Philosophy/Master of Research (different name, same sort of 
program) can apply for scholarships via the same mechanism as students undertaking a PhD (See above). 
Round 1 applications are due on 31st October each year. Scholarships are very competitive. 

There are few (if any) scholarships/funding options to support Masters Coursework students – this is a 
fee-paying course. 

 

My questions is about differences in grading schemes between universities when considering study. At 
my current university, we don’t get a 7/H unless the overall grade is 86% whereas at UniMelb this grade 
is achieved at 80%. How does Peter Mac adjust for different grading schemes between universities? 

The University of Melbourne (not Peter Mac) makes the adjustments for differences in grading systems 
between universities when they assess each application and calculate a scholarship score for each 
student. The adjustments take into account the minimum score for H1 and the course pass marks. 

 

FINDING A PROJECT 

All contact details for the supervisors are listed with the project description in our project booklets. You 
may also look at the Peter Mac website to view the research group pages for the supervisors. 

You cannot apply for a PhD or MPhil without a letter of support from your supervisor, so the first step is 
to find a project.  

Contact supervisors, providing your CV and your academic record. Make sure you personalise the email 
contact – mentioning their names, their project etc. [If you send the same email to everyone, without 
personalising it, the supervisors are less likely to respond.] Tell them about your background, your interest 
in their project and ask to discuss it with them. 

 

If we haven't had any experience in cancer research but really like some of the projects available, can 
we still talk to potential supervisors and apply or are there some basic requirements? 

Supervisors know that students are coming to be trainee researchers, so they don’t assume students have 
experience in cancer research. They will be interested in your understanding of science, what you have 
studies so far, your willingness to learn and interest in their work. Before you meet them, try to read 
about their research – even if it is only 1 of their papers. This will show your interest in the research.  

 

Some projects are PhD, masters and others are for honours - what is the difference? 

It is important to remember that all projects are designed to help you learn about research – technically 
and intellectually. Whatever the level, you will be taught how to do the research, supported throughout 
the degree. 

For Honours or Masters Coursework: it is not assumed you have much practical or research knowledge, 
and you will be gradually taught the skills you need to complete your project 

For postgraduate degrees (PhD, MPhil) you will start with some knowledge based on your previous 
courses, but you will still be given training in basic or advanced research skills as you progress. 

When you commence the project, your supervisors will design the research activities, but you will always 
be encouraged to think for yourself about your project, and make suggestions based on your reading 
about the research literature and developing knowledge. If you are a PhD student – you will gradually 
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take over the ownership of the project and eventually lead the research direction, with the support of 
your supervisors.  

The project length and complexity will increase with the degree. Honours projects will have a more 
focussed aim, due to the shorter timeframe. A part-time Masters (Coursework) project may be the same 
as an Honours project due to similar timing but spread across 2 years.  

The MPhil or PhD project will be more complex. The MPhil project will look at novel things, but can be 
more contained within 2 years part-time. The longer PhD project will take some aspects of the project to 
innovative, riskier levels, aiming to lead to novel findings.  

 

If the target student of a project are honours or PhD students, is it possible for them accept Masters 
students? 

Some supervisors have indicated they are looking for a masters, honours or PhD student – but they often 
change their mind. If they like a student and think they will work well on the project they can expand or 
reduce the project to meet the course requirements/timing.  

 

Is there anyone we can talk to briefly who can assist us with which areas of cancer research we can 
apply for based on our previous research?  

The best way is to think about which areas of cancer research you should apply for is to think about the 
research skills you have previously developed, and what skills you would like to develop in the future. It is 
your research skills and scientific knowledge that you can adapt across to different topics. You must 
decide which topics you have an interest in.  

If you are doing a shorter degree, you can cope with doing a project that is not your passion, as long as 
you learn about research while you do it.  

If you are doing a PhD, you need a project you are excited about, as you need enthusiasm for the project 
that will carry you through the highs and lows of the research over the 3 – 4 years. 

 

Is there any PhD project which utilizes the histopathology skills of the PhD student? 

Many of the PhD projects undertaken by students at Peter Mac utilize histopathology skills. Peter Mac has 
a Centre for Advanced Histology and Microscopy that underpins a multitude of cancer research projects 
at Peter Mac and houses four core platforms; histology, optical microscopy, electron microscopy and 
image analysis. Some students are based in our Molecular Pathology department for projects that are 
even more closely related to histopathology methods.  

Talk to supervisors about what methods will be used in the project. Some supervisors are able adapt a 
project to incorporate specialist skills that a student has previously developed – if relevant to the overall 
project directions.  
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I was wondering which of the Australian universities are considered equivalent to Melbourne 
University? How would be the process if I want to apply for one of these universities?  

The University of Melbourne is one of the top 8 universities in Australia - referred to as the Group of 8 
(https://go8.edu.au/). The University of Melbourne is ranked 2nd in Australia. In Melbourne, there is also 
Monash University that is ranked 6th. 

You will need to look at the university websites to find out the specific requirements for the university, 
however they will all have similar expectations: 

 H1 equivalence for entry into a PhD 

 Need to be competitive for a university scholarship 

 Support of a supervisor for a project 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Are scholarships available? How do we apply for them, when do we find out if we have received them? 

University scholarships are highly competitive. Although PhD candidature requires H1 minimum (score of 
80 minimum), scholarship scores are usually mid-high 80s. 

Scholarship scores are mainly based on marks from your academic transcript. Any non-course related 
research experience (< 1 year) or publications are also taken into account.  

Scholarships are offered in rounds. It is important to try to submit an application in Round 1 as the largest 
number of scholarships are awarded in that round. Applicants usually hear of success or not by early 
January, but notification of success can roll out over a longer if processing of results is later. If you are not 
successful in that round, your application will again be considered in the next round – you do not have to 
reapply for round 2. 

Peter Mac also has a competitive scholarship “the Peter Mac Foundation Postgraduate Award. This is 
open to local students and any international students who have previously completed a degree in 
Australia (eg undergraduate, Honours or Masters degree). Full details of this award and the application 
process are available on our website. 

 

Nobody gives me a chance because I am not competitive for a scholarship. I come from a developing 
country, and I have RA experience as well as multitude of publications. What do you think I should do? 

In addition to applying for University scholarships, students from developing countries are eligible to 
apply for a different scholarship program run by the Australian Government. The following website 
provides full details of the Australia Award Scholarships and the participating countries. Note that the 
closing date for applications is 30 June for a PhD to commence in the following year.  

https://www.dfat.gov.au/people-to-people/australia-awards/Pages/australia-awards-scholarships 

 

  

https://go8.edu.au/
https://www.dfat.gov.au/people-to-people/australia-awards/Pages/australia-awards-scholarships
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APPLYING FOR RESEARCH ASSISTANT JOBS 

If you are a graduate of a masters or honours degree, you can apply for research assistant roles at Peter 
Mac (or any other institute) through their career/recruitment page, where positions are advertised. 
Positions are also usually advertised on Seek or a similar career website. 

 

Are there opportunities for med students (who have done biomedical honours) to become research 
assistants? How should we seek out these opportunities? 

See the answer above – all research assistant positions are advertised through our recruitment pages. 

Most medical degrees include a research placement component. For example Peter Mac hosts students 
undertaking the University of Melbourne Medical Doctorate Research Project which is a formal 
requirement of the medical degree. 

 

GAINING EXPERIENCE THROUGH PLACEMENTS AND INTERNSHIPS 

Does PeterMac offer summer internship programs? 

Yes- we offer a paid 6 week summer scholarship program for undergraduate students who are currently 
enrolled in an undergraduate degree in Science, Applied Science, Biomedical Science, medicine or similar 
tertiary course. Students should have a minimum of 3 years undergraduate study completed by the end of 
the year of application. Students can undertake research projects in areas as diverse as cancer 
immunology, cellular biology, cancer genomics, genetics and bioinformatics. Students receive a tax-free 
payment of $250 per week (5 working days). The program is a great way for students to get involved in 
real-life biomedical research, and to get inspired about cancer research at postgraduate level and beyond. 

Applications for summer 2020-2021 have now closed. 

 

Is voluntary training available for students who are graduating at the end of this year? Personally, I feel 
like my WAM has pulled me back but I hope to gain more experience in lab at PeterMac. 

Research placements or internships (unpaid) are available for university students when it is a formal 
course requirement. If you are graduating at the end of this year, our summer internship program would 
have been a good opportunity (applications now closed). 

If you are still studying, look at your subject options to see if there are any placement or research-related 
subjects you can participate in.  
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PETER MAC STUDENT RESPONSES 

Do you find flexibility in working hours around the lab and your ability to work early or late? 

Yes - while expectations may vary from supervisor to supervisor, in my lab students/staff generally set 
their own schedules and work the hours they need to get their work done. For example, I prefer to start a 
little later and work later, while others prefer coming in very early in the morning. 

NOTE: This flexibility is common across all research groups, with flexibility in research time and hours 
worked out with guidance from supervisors. Remember these are full-time and demanding degrees, and 
allow little time to commit to paid work outside of the research degree.  

 

What is one thing you learnt whilst doing honours that you didn’t learn in undergrad? 

One thing I learnt is that things often don’t work! Learning how to troubleshoot problems and optimise 
techniques is a big part of science and makes it all the more rewarding when things finally do work. I 
learnt that it’s important to take things in your stride and not get too disheartened when things don’t go 
the way you expect them to. 

 


