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Cancer survivorship information for survivors and carers
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Who is a survivor?

There are more survivors living today compared
to 30 years ago. Five-year survival rates
(averaged across all cancers) have increased by
19% over the last 30 years to 69% (1).

We recognise someone as a cancer
survivor from the time of diagnosis
and throughout their life. This includes
people who are receiving initial or
maintenance treatment, in recovery,
or in the post-treatment phase.

The increase in survival rates is due to a number
of factors, such as earlier diagnosis, improved
treatment options and an ageing population. It
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As the population of cancer survivors increases,
there is a need to explore improved models of
care that address unmet needs, common issues
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Your hospital social worker is a good
person to ask about practical issues. If
there is no social worker, ask your doctor
• your working conditions, for
or nurse. They can talk with you about any
example whether you were casual,
benefits or assistance you might be entitled
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effects that appear years after initial treatment)
and emergence of chronic illness.

Education
& training

• The ACSC was established in 2009 and is

funded by the Victorian Department of Health
and Human Services, Peter MacCallum Cancer
Centre (Peter Mac) and the Pratt Foundation.
We are based at Peter Mac.

• We support survivors across Victoria and
contribute nationally and internationally.

• ACSC provide information and support,

education and training and leadership and
guidance on cancer survivorship.
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• We deliver education to health professionals
about survivorship care.

• We collaborate with health professionals,

community organisations, health services
and DHHS to improve survivorship care across
the health system.

• We have developed resources for survivors and
health professionals.

• We do not provide direct clinical services,

rather we work with a broad range of providers
to enable care.
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