
PhD IN CANCER 
    TARGETING EARLY METASTATIC DISEASE

Over 90% of cancer deaths occur because of uncontrolled metastatic disease. Metastases 
occur through a process of cellular motility, vascular invasion and proliferation and survival 
of cancer cells at distant sites. This process offers an opportunity to intervene early in the 
metastatic cycle, however preclinical models and clinical development of new therapies for 
patients are limited.

This PhD project aims to use a pre-clinical model of melanoma to characterise the features of 
early metastatic disease and to evaluate therapies targeting early metastatic disease. 
The project will also assess and model innovative clinical development strategies for 
evaluation of novel cancer therapies targeting early stages of metastatic cancer. 

This project is a collaboration between the Peter 
MacCallum Cancer Centre and the CRC for Cancer 
Therapeutics (CTx), and will be based at the Victorian 
Comprehensive Cancer Centre (VCCC).  The VCCC is a 
recently built state-of-the-art hospital and research 
facility designed to advance cancer care and enable 
world-class medical research, including cancer genetics 
and cell biology, cancer epidemiology, clinical care 
(medical, nursing, and allied health) and technology 
development.
 

Do you have a postgraduate qualification in clinical medicine 
or other clinical disciplines related to cancer?

PhD Top-up scholarship available 

Expressions of interest, email:
grant.mcarthur@petermac.org; carleen.cullinane@petermac.org

BECOME A PART OF AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST CANCER GROUP:
ACCELERATING DISCOVERY, TRANSLATING RESEARCH           

The McArthur laboratory has a specific interest 
in melanoma but also investigates ovarian, lung, 
colorectal and haematological cancers.  By targeting 
oncogenic signalling in cancer and understanding 
the impact of this therapy on both the tumour cell 
and its microenvironment,  we aim to develop novel 
treatment strategies that are durable and prevent 
therapy resistance. 

The laboratory is closely 
linked to the Translational 
Cancer Biology team of CTx 
based at Peter Mac that 
strategically focuses on the 
design of novel therapies for 
metastatic disease.


